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is needed as a political ideal, if the victors of tomorrow are
not to become the oppressors of the day after. The
inspiration and outcome of a reforming movement ought
to be freedom and a generous spirit, not niggling restric-
tions and regulations.
The present economic system concentrates initiative in
the hands of a small number of very rich men. Those who
are not capitalists have, almost always, very little choice as
to their activities when once they have selected a trade or
profession; they are not part of the power that moves the
mechanism, but only a passive portion of the machinery.
Despite political democracy, there is still an extraordinary
degree of difference in the power of self-direction belong-
ing to a capitalist and to a man who has to earn his living.
Economic affairs touch men's lives, at most times, much
more intimately than political questions. At present the
man who has no capital usually has to sell himself to some
large organization, such as a manufacturing company, for
example. He has no voice in its management, and no
liberty in politics except what his trade union can secure
for him. If he happens to desire a form of liberty which is
not thought important by his trade union, he is powerless;
he must submit or starve.
Exactly the same thing happens to professional men.
Probably a majority of journalists are engaged in writing
for newspapers whose politics they disagree with; only a
man of wealth can own a large newspaper, and only an
accident can enable the point of view or the interests of
those who are not wealthy to find expression in a news-
paper. A large part of the best brains of the country are in
the civil service, where the condition of their employment